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Finding Full Text Articles 

The MSU Libraries subscribe to many journals and article databases that provide full 

text articles. This document will review the ways of getting access to the full text, and 

how to request an article from another library if it is not one that MSU user have access 

to. 

Article Databases 

In article databases such as PubMed or Web of Science look for the  or  

 buttons. Clicking on these will either take you directly to the article where 

the full text PDF can be downloaded, or bring up a page with options for accessing the 

full text. 

 

1. The article may not be available electronically or the database does not 

recognize that it is available. Follow the link to “Check library catalog” and it will 

search for the journal at MSU. 

a. If the journal is available electronically, click the link to connect and search 

for the specific article. Often you will be taken to a page with the table of 

contents for the latest issue. If the article you need is older look for where 

it says “All Issues”, “Previous Issues”, or something similar. Some journals 

may have multiple links to connect – pay attention to the date range by the 

link and make sure the article you need falls within this timeframe. If it 

does not you may need to request the article through Interlibrary Loan. 

2. If the journal is not available at MSU than a copy of the article can be requested 

through Interlibrary Loan. 

a. If the journal is only available in print, students can request a copy of the 

article be sent to them. 
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It is always a good idea to check the library catalog, even if a database says we do not 

have access to the full text of an article, before requesting a copy via Interlibrary Loan. 

 

A to Z Journal List and Library Catalog 

If you already know what journal you are looking for you can search for it by title in 

either the Library Catalog or the A to Z Journal List. The catalog will allow you to search 

for both print and electronic versions, while the A to Z List is only for electronic journals. 

The A to Z Journal List is available at http://libguides.lib.msu.edu/eresources/ejournals. 

The catalog can be searched directly from the Health Sciences Digital Library. To 

search the Library Catalog for a journal, enter the title in the search box and choose 

“Journal/Periodical Title” from the drop-down menu before selecting search. 

 

 

Requesting an Article 

If access to the full text of an article is unavailable from the MSU Libraries a copy may 

be requested through ILLiad, the MSU Libraries interlibrary loan system. Additionally, 

off-campus students can use ILLiad to request copies of articles that are only available 

in print. 

ILLiad is available at http://interlib.lib.msu.edu/. 

When requesting material for the first time, select the link for “First Time ILLiad Users” 

from the menu on the left. 

http://libguides.lib.msu.edu/eresources/ejournals
http://lib.msu.edu/health
http://interlib.lib.msu.edu/
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Once you have created an account and are logged in, select “Article Request” from the 

menu on the left and complete the request form. Fields marked with a red asterisk are 

the minimum required but the more information you can provide the easier it will be to 

find the exact item you are requesting. 

Article requests are often filled within 24-48 hours, although this may take longer 

depending on how many libraries own the item and how quickly they fulfill the request.  

When the article is ready you will be notified by email and can download a PDF of the 

full text from your ILLiad account. The option to view “Electronically Received Articles” is 

available in the menu on the left after logging into ILLiad. 


