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Our first RDA records arrived in October 2010. Now we have almost 9,000. 
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These elements are what people most often notice as what’s different about an RDA 
record. 
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Units of measurement (cm, in.) still used as abbreviations.   
Some abbreviations (ca.) still used in some subject headings. 
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RDA record accepted as copy.  Copyright date is in the 260 field. 
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RDA record created at MSU.  Copyright date is in 264 _4 field. 
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RDA serial record created at MSU. 
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Will the system strip out new MARC fields? 
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33X fields initially displayed, but not very well! 
Publication info is in a 264 field, but copyright date is actually in a second 264 field. 

11 



Also note that Edition statement is transcribed.  “Edition” is not abbreviated. 
Places of publication are recorded in the they appear on the piece, NOT by the 
nearest city 
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NOT a real record! 
MSU developed labels based on the 2nd indicator of the 264 field 
1 = Publisher 
2 = Distributor 
3 = Manufacturer 
4 = Copyright 
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Dates from new publication fields did not display in browse results display at first.  
Check your system. 
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Same record in MelCAT.  Just an example – NOT a criticism of MELCAT!!  
Using label from 300 field (nice!), but subfield $2 displaying 
You could decide to not display these fields.  But then what about special formats 
materials? 
 
Publication info NOT displaying because it is in a 264 field! 
MSU catalog used to strip out 264 fields from RDA records! 
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Terms for the CMC fields comes from a controlled vocabulary, which unfortunately is 
library-centric. 
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So you are going to need new ways to distinguish materials by format in your catalog! 
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Not having GMDs poses the greatest challenge in traditional browse results displays.  
How to distinguish print from electronic versions of the same title?  
We chose to display the Carrier (338) field. Not a perfect solution, but helpful 
nonetheless.  Icons are better, but icons aren’t always accurate (i.e. streaming video 
icon = video DVD so need the Carrier field displayed to show online resource) 
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ALL the contributors to a work are listed in the statement of responsibility.  But there 
does not have to be an access point for every name listed here. 
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Can look odd – “author” relationship designator in the “author” field! 
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NO GMD! 
Can use conventional language in Description field --  DVD! 
We’re still considering the labels for the 34X fields display. 
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http://www.loc.gov/aba/rda/pdf/lcnaf_rdaphase.pdf 
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http://www.loc.gov/aba/rda/pdf/lcnaf_rdaphase.pdf
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Note that not all local catalogs will have made all these changes in all their catalog 
records! 
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