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 Geographic Names in Library Catalogs 

 Examples of Contested Place Names in Library 
Catalogs 

 Senkaku / Diaoyu / Tiaoyutai Islands 

 Dokdo / Takeshima / Liancourt Rocks 

 Contested Place Names Online 

 Suggestions for Improvement of Library Catalogs 



 Michigan State University 

 49,000 students 

 5,000 faculty 

 6,000 staff 

 MSU Libraries 

 8 million items 

 25 catalogers 

 Multilingual catalog 

 



 Library users tend to search using conventional place 
names in their own languages 

 Different users will therefore use different names for the 
same place and/or non-romanized scripts: 
 
 Pinnacle Islands 
 Senkaku Islands  
 Diaoyu  
 Tiaoyutai 

 
 Liancourt Rocks 
 Dokdo or Tokdo 
 Takeshima 

 

 독도/獨島 
 たけしま/竹島 

 尖閣諸島 

 钓鱼岛 

 釣魚台列嶼 



 Library catalogs provide access to a place name by 
authorizing a single text string to represent all 
versions of that name 

 Kyoto (Japan) 
 Kioto 

 Kyōto-shi  

 Ching-tu  

 Kyŏngdo  

 Tokyo (Japan) 
 東京 

  طوكيو

 Ṭūkiyū 

 Токио 



 This “authorized access point” is described in an 
authority record, which lists all “variant names” 

 Assumptions: 

1. A place has only one identity or official name 

2. A place “belongs” to only one country 

3. A geographic name can change over time, but 
most recent name is always used 

 There are no instructions for disputed territories! 

 



Known as Senkaku 

Islands in English 

library catalogs 

The variant names 

come from BGN. 

Note that Diaoyu is 

not listed as a 

variant name.  

 

Senkaku   



Dokdo 

Known as Tok Island 

in English library 

catalogs. 

The variant names 

come from GEOnet. 

Note that Takeshima 

is listed as a variant. 



 In library catalogs, searching on a listed variant causes 
a redirect message in catalog:  

 

 

 

 But if a variant is not listed, search yields no results! 

 



 In the U.S., authorized forms of names are based 
on: 

 “Literary warrant” -- how names appear in books 
(not journal articles!) 

 Board on Geographic Names GNS database or 
GeoNet Names Server 

 Standard gazetteers and reference sources, 
including Wikipedia 

 U.S. State Department advice 

 



 Catalogers construct authorized place names: 

1. in a language preferred by the agency creating the 
data 

2. in the official language or languages of the 
jurisdiction in which the place is located  
 

 Therefore in US:    Kyoto  not Kyōto 

       Osaka  not  Ōsaka 

 

 



 Catalogers add the country or state name to a 
smaller place name to create an authorized access 
point 

 Kyoto becomes Kyoto (Japan) 

 

 This qualifier is added to all variant names, too! 
 Tok Island (Korea)   

But also 

 Take-shima (Korea) 



Senkaku/Diaoyu/Tiaoyutai 

Dokdo / Takeshima / Liancourt Rocks 
 



 Subject search on Diaoyu returns one item, but not on 
Diaoyu Islands 

 Subject = Diaoyutai (Beijing, China)  





 

 

 

 

 The names Senkaku and 
Tiao-yu  present as subjects, 

but not Diaoyu, even 
though in title 







Some variant names 
pulled into subject 
search: Diaoyu Dao and 
Diaoyutai 



 Wikipedia redirects variant searches automatically 

 



Wikipedia Map 

Senkaku 

(JPN) 

Diaoyu (PRC) 

Tiaoyutai 

(ROC) 



 Wikipedia redirects variant searches automatically 

 



Wikipedia Map 

Liancourt Rocks 

No variant names 



Google automatically uses variant names in search but 
brings specified search term to top of results 

 



Same search on “Liancourt Rocks” 

 



Google Maps 

Liancourt Rocks 

No variant names 



Search on Senkaku Islands 



Search on Diaoyu Islands 

 



Google Maps 

Senkaku 

Islands 

Diaoyudao 

Islands 

Diaoyutai 

Islands 



Search on Tiao-yu Tai Islands, variant not used by Wikipedia 

 



 Include variant names automatically in search results 

 Include non-roman scripts as variant names 

 Enable searching in non-romanized languages 

 Enable searching in library catalogs by geographic 
coordinates  

 For disputed territories, do not use just one country as 
the qualifier  
 




