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Teaching Tools for Research Basics
Online Video Modules

These online modules are brief tutorial videos (5 minutes or less) that are available on the Main Library Web site, and also within ANGEL.
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1. Popular, Scholarly, or Trade? (With Questions)
This module helps students learn the difference between popular, scholarly, and trade publications. Issues addressed are: appearance, authority, audience, purpose, language, peer review, and citations. 
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Searching With A Purpose (With Questions)
This module helps students to develop a research focus, form a basic search strategy, and begin a search for information. The recursive nature of inquiry is emphasized. Keywords, basic Boolean, and broadening or narrowing of a question are addressed in context.
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3. Identifying Credible Web Sites (With Questions)
Focusing on the open Web, this module emphasizes critical thinking in regard to evaluating Web sites. Aspects covered are authorship, appearance, domain, audience and purpose, citations and verification, bias, and currency.   
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4. Citing Sources - Avoiding Plagiarism

Two questions are addressed in this module: “What is plagiarism?” and “When do I need to use a citation?”  Students are introduced to the differences between common knowledge and information obtained from an outside source.
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5. The Anatomy Of A Citation

The pieces of information which are needed for a complete citation of a book or article are highlighted in this module. Examples of citations are taken from typical places where information is found such as Web sites and library databases.
These modules are available at the following website:

http://libguides.lib.msu.edu/modules
Sample Supplemental Exercises
There are three sample supplemental exercises available that correspond with the first three modules. Please modify the exercises as needed to meet the context of your class or larger assignment outcomes. Word and PDF versions of these exercises are available from the following website:
http://libguides.lib.msu.edu/content.php?pid=110400&sid=832248
Instructions for Linking to Modules and Sample Supplemental Exercises in ANGEL

· From your ANGEL course page, select the Lessons tab.

· Click “Add Content.”

· Click “Import from Learning Object Repository”

· Under the “Browse” tab, click the plus (+) sign to the left of “Library Research Tips,” and then on the plus (+) sign to the left of “Research Basics.” Choose the items that you would like to import by clicking on the checkbox to the left of the item.
· Click the “Link To Items” button on the right side of the page. 

**IMPORTANT: Please use the link rather than the copy option, which will ensure that your modules stay current. You will be able to track the use of this module among your students. For more information on integrating these modules into the gradebook, please contact the ANGEL help line at 5-2345. 

· Click the “Done” button.

· In order to make the modules more visible for students: from the Lessons tab, click beneath the module title on “Settings.” Under “Link Settings” and “Link Target,” choose “New Window” and check the “no banner” box.

Content questions? Please contact:
Sara Miller, Head of Information Literacy
(517) 884-0835 or smiller@mail.lib.msu.edu
Technical questions? Please contact the ANGEL help line:

(517) 355-2345

or 1-800-500-1554

